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A look at one of the family homes of Edwin and Megan Curry flooded by the lumber river in Lumberton, NC Tuesday, 
September 18, 2018. (Photographed by Eamon Queeny/for the Washington Post via Getty Images) 
 

According to new data analysis done by the First Street Foundation, 20 percent, or 
11,000, of the homes damaged by Hurricane Florence are directly tied to rising sea 
levels since 1970.  As sea levels and the severity of storms rise, costs are also 
increasing, with Florence racking up billions in insured losses.  Coupled with climate 
change, housing development patterns in the Carolinas can be linked to the increased 
damages as well. 
 

Read the full piece here. 
 

  

https://thinkprogress.org/hurricane-florence-11000-homes-damaged-by-sea-level-rise-66c5430d512c/
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Coastal states continue to face down increasing pressures due to climate change, 
including gradual sea level rise and dramatic weather events.  In the coming decades, 
hundreds of thousands of homes and millions of Americans will be threatened, but not 
all those who need to relocate will have the means.  This climate migration event is 
predicted to exceed the scale of the Great Migration; it has already begun in places 
such as Isle de Jean Charles, Louisiana. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/24/americas-era-of-climate-mass-migration-is-here
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A group of local fishermen watch the Cape Fear River as they stage for potential water rescues while additional 
flooding remains a threat from Florence, in Fayetteville, N.C., Sunday, September 16, 2018. (Photographed by David 
Goldman/AP Photo) 

 

Estimated damages from Hurricane Florence range from $17 to $22 billion; sea level 
rise is predicted to threaten 4 to 13 million US residents this century, with residents in 
coastal states such as the Carolinas already feeling the impact.  Managed retreat is one 
strategy in the arsenal to help mitigate the threats of climate change - a strategy the US 
has yet to implement comprehensively. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
  

https://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2017/9/14/16304730/hurricane-2018-florence-destruction-retreat
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A picture taken on September 28, 2017 shows a house destroyed by Hurricane Maria in Yabucoa, in the eastern part 
of storm-battered Puerto Rico. (Photographed by Hector Retamal/AFP/Getty Images) 

 

After tens of thousands Puerto Ricans were forced to flee their homes, the 
reverberations of Hurricane Maria are still felt in Puerto Rico through issues with power, 
water, communications, and more.  As this ordeal continues, the shortcomings in Puerto 
Rico’s resiliency to extreme weather events, the obstacles to FEMA’s responsiveness, 
and the growing potential for climate migration events in the future have been brought to 
light.  This article catalogues personal stories of exodus alongside coverage of the 
aftermath of Hurricane Maria.   
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 

https://features.weather.com/exodus/chapter/still-feel-lost/

