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Austin, Texas is predicted to be one of the most popular destinations for climate migrants. 
 
This article discusses a study by Mathew Hauer recently published in Nature Climate 
Change that is the first to try to predict where climate migrants might move. The 
study uses data from the Internal Revenue Service to track county-to-county 
migration. Hauer found that Florida could lose up to 2.5 million residents due to sea-
level rise. Popular destinations for climate migrants are predicted to include Austin, 
Texas; Orlando, Florida; Atlanta, Georgia; and Houston, Texas. 
 
“Similar techniques could be used to model climate change-related migration in other 
areas of the world, as long as good data on current destination patterns are available, 
Hauer says.” 
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Encinitas, California is the site of sea wall debate. 
 
 
This article details the current California Supreme Court case that will likely set a 
statewide precedent on homeowners’ ability to construct sea walls and the state’s ability 
to regulate them. The California Coastal Commission granted a permit in 2011 for a 
replacement sea wall on a property in Encinitas, but it limited the timeframe of the permit 
to 20 years in order to protect the beach as the shoreline erodes. Homeowners are fighting 
the Commission’s authority to do this, claiming this amounted to a financial taking of 
their property. 
 
California Coastal Commission planner, Madeline Cavalieri summarized some of the 
Commission’s arguments: "As the sea level rises, the erosion, the inland migration of the 
shoreline, is going to increase a lot more. When shoreline protection is fixed in a location, 
the beach becomes inundated more and more by water, to the point where eventually it 
will be lost completely, narrowed until it's eliminated." 
 
A homeowner, on the other hand said “the Coastal Commission is seeking ‘managed 
retreat,’ or having the bluffs moved backward naturally as the sea rises. If the state 
decided to use its power of eminent domain, or seizing the land for the public good, it 
would have to pay for coastal homes. But it can't afford to do that.” 
 
The Effects of Climate Change Will Force Millions to Migrate. Here’s What this 
Means for Human Security 
Kelly M. McFarland and Vanessa Lide 
Washington Post 



April 23, 2017 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/04/23/the-effects-of-
climate-change-will-force-millions-to-migrate-heres-what-this-means-for-human-
security/?utm_term=.206296f4d311  
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This article outlines key findings from a report by a working group convened at the 
Institute for the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown University. Findings include: 

• Environmental migration poses significant human security challenges. 
• Extreme weather events are likely to displace more people. 
• Many displaced people head to nearby cities, which can be a problem. 
• We don’t adequately define “environmental migrants.” 
• “Planned relocations” will become more frequent. 

 
On this last point, the author elaborates: “From the coastlines of Alaska and Louisiana to 
growing numbers of Pacific island nations, communities are already preparing to relocate 
as rising sea levels wash away their homes and leave the land too salty to support crops 
or livestock. These are highly complex and expensive moves and require much planning. 
The island nation of Kiribati, for instance, is negotiating with Australia and New Zealand 
to take some of its population, and Kiribati has already purchased part of an island in 
neighboring Fiji.” 



VIDEO: All at Sea: A Story of Climate Change Displacement 
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May 3, 2017 
 
WATCH HERE: http://newsroom.unsw.edu.au/all-sea-story-climate-change-
displacement  
 
This is a short clip produced by the University of New South Whales for the Grand 
Challenge on Refugees and Migration. The tagline reads: “Every year about 26 million 
are displaced by climatic events yet no law exists to protect them.” 
 
 


