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This article discusses the difficulty some local officials are having convincing 
coastal New Jersey residents to embrace retreat.  
 
The article says: “They [these local officials] may have found allies in the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. After spending more than $278 billion on disaster 
relief over the past decade, the agency has begun to consider a change in tactics. In 
March, Bob Fenton, FEMA’s acting administrator, told a meeting of state emergency 
directors that governments need to find ways to reduce risk. ‘We need to move out of 
threatened areas,’ he said. New Jersey shows just how hard that will be.” 
 
Indeed, the Blue Acres program founded with $300 million in federal post-Sandy 
funds to buyback houses vulnerable to flooding has only spent half of its money, four 
years after the program was started. 
 
Instead of retreat, projects to build seawalls are popping up all along the coast. 
According to Tim Dillingham, executive director of the American Littoral Society: 
“…it’s a mistake to focus on building walls.  For one thing, rising sea levels cause 
streets to flood from underneath as storm drains back up, which walls can’t prevent. 



Walls are expensive, they speed erosion of beaches, and, maybe worst of all, they 
create a false sense of security.” 
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“Cli-fi”, or climate fiction, focuses on what New York City may be like after it is ravaged 
by sea level rise and flooding. While full of fantastical elements, the author focuses on 
how some of this writing is grounded in reality. 
 
He writes: “In reality, sea level rise and climate change are not part of some distant future 
version of New York City, but are already radically reshaping the urban coastline, 
especially in Staten Island, Queens, and Brooklyn. Here, neighborhoods like Edgemere, 
Oakwood Beach, and Ocean Breeze are being demolished to make way for a managed 
retreat from the rising waters, while in Sea Gate, Breezy Point, and Broad Channel 
Island, large-scale projects are underway to build coastal defenses, elevate homes, and 
raise street levels.” 
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This article describes how demand and financing for coastal homes in Florida could 
breakdown before sea level rise really begins to take its toll directly on houses. Other 
climate-related factors than direct home flooding could cause real estate prices to decline, 
like rising seas meaning ships cannot clear bridges and real estate brokers being required 
to disclose flood risks. 
 
The author explains the buyout situation in Florida: “South Florida has likewise failed to 
get federal help for more modest relocations. In 2013, officials in Miami-Dade County 
requested $2.3 million from the Federal Emergency Management Agency for a project 
that included buying out a handful of homes in a low-income neighborhood called Arch 
Creek, far from the glamor—and tax base—of Miami Beach.” 
 
The article goes on to explain current debate in Congress: “The National Flood Insurance 
Program is up for reauthorization this year; fiscal conservatives have said they want to 
use that opportunity to reduce the program’s subsidies, so that people are paying 
something closer to the full cost of their risk. A cut in federal subsidies would particularly 
hurt Florida, which despite its exposure pays the lowest average flood-insurance 
premiums in the country, according to FEMA data.” 
 


