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When Is It Time to Retreat from Climate Change? 
Michelle Nijhuis 
The New Yorker 
March 27, 2017 
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/when-is-it-time-to-retreat-from-climate-change  

Flood damage from Hurricane Irene at Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge in Delaware. 
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This article discusses a recent paper published in Nature Climate Change that looked 
at 27 cases of managed retreat in 22 countries. The study evaluated the drivers, 
barriers and outcomes of these cases that have resettled approximately 1.3 million 
people. The researchers developed a four-quadrant model to organize cases based on 
who benefited from and who initiated retreat. The model can be used to understand 
contextual factors for specific cases, informing future applications of managed 
retreat.  
 
Nijhuis writes: “While managed retreat is not always the right choice for 
communities threatened by climate change, both Mach and Hino [the researchers] 
said that it may be the right choice more often than we’re willing to admit, and they 
hope that their analysis will lead to its more forthright consideration. Well more 



than a hundred million people are expected to face displacement by rising seas 
before the end of the century.”  
 
RADIO: Climate Change Threats, Managed Retreats 
Tom Ashbrook 
On Point, WBUR 
March 30, 2017 
LISTEN: http://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2017/03/30/climate-change-managed-retreat  
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In this episode of On Point Tom Ashbrook interviews Miyuki Hino, doctoral student at 
Stanford University and lead author of the paper in Nature Climate Change outlined in 
the New Yorker article above; Robin Bronen, senior research scientist at the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks and co-founder and executive director of the Alaska Institute for 
Justice; and Ben Strauss, ecologist, evolutionary biologist, and vice president for sea 
level and climate impacts at Climate Central.  
 
State Looks to Help Communities Adapt to Land Loss 
Garrett Ohlmeyer 
Houma Today 
April 4, 2017 
http://www.houmatoday.com/news/20170404/state-looks-to-help-communities-adapt-to-
land-loss    



Lafourche Parish in Louisiana is dealing with the realities of rapid land loss.  
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Louisiana’s Strategic Adaptation for Future Environments (LA SAFE) is a policy 
framework designed to complement Louisiana’s $50 billion coastal master plan. While 
the master plan focuses on restoration and structural protection, LA SAFE will seek 
resident input in six parishes to find out what their priorities are in relation to the impact 
of land loss in their communities and formulate a plan for the future of these 
communities. 
 
With regards to retreat the author notes: “Some [residents in Lafourche] said it would be 
cheaper and more efficient to relocate people who live in places that are expected to be 
underwater within the next 50 years rather than spending money to delay what appears 
inevitable.” 
 
“Mathew Sanders, a spokesperson for the state program, said Louisiana has never been in 
the business of telling anybody to relocate, but that it is the state’s job to inform the 
public on the best information and research available.” 
 
‘Disaster Alley’: Australia Could Be Set to Receive New Wave of Climate Refugees 
Ben Doherty 
The Guardian 
April 5, 2017 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/apr/05/disaster-alley-australia-could-be-
set-to-receive-new-wave-of-climate-refugees  



Australia could see an influx of climigrators in from the Pacific islands in the years to come. 
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This article looks at the intersection of climigration and conflict. According the the 
author: “Sherri Goodman, a former US deputy undersecretary of defence, argues the 
impact of climate change – rising seas, extreme weather, prolonged droughts – will be a 
“threat multiplier” for security challenges, and could be the spark that ignites conflict and 
drives new waves of mass forced migration.” 
 
“You may be on the frontlines here in Australia for climate refugees,” Goodman told the 
Guardian in Sydney. “The first wave will be those who have to flee the low-lying Pacific 
islands, because many of them will be uninhabitable, even in our lifetimes.” 
 
“But you’re also in ‘disaster alley’ here in the Asia-Pacific region and while there have 
begun to be efforts to reduce risks of disasters, I’m concerned that we’re not acting as 
quickly as we should to protect our societies from those risks, which is going to mean 
more migration.” 
 
 


