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Hurricane Gustav in 2008 left destruction in its wake on Isle de Jean Charles.  
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Isle de Jean Charles, 80 miles from New Orleans, has what many sinking towns around 
the U.S. would love: money to relocate. In 2016 the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development gave the state of Louisiana $48 million to relocate the community. 
This funding has come none to soon: “Since 1955, [the town] has lost 98% of its land 
mass to rising sea levels, devastating hurricanes, and the construction of oil and gas 
canals along the marsh.” 
 
Even now that over half of the families have moved, many of those remaining are 
reluctant to leave, having put roots in the land over generations. With a September 2022 
deadline to spend the $48 million, these residents will have to make a choice soon.  
 



Less than 10% of Climate Aid Reaching Poorest: Researchers 
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Developed countries have promised $100 billion a year by 2020 to help developing countries with clean energy and 
climate adaptation projects. 
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Why are less than 10 percent of funds spent with the intention of helping poor 
communities adapt to climate change reaching these areas? Finance researchers claim it is 
partly due to the fact that international climate funds are mostly working with 
development banks and big international agencies that can quickly mobilize rather than 
with local communities with less capacity to quickly spend funds. 
 
Examples of how to reverse this trend do exist: 
“In Mali and Senegal, a three-year effort by IIED and the Near East Foundation has led to 
the creation of six $700,000 funds to help local communities build resilience to climate 
variability and extreme events. 
 
The funds, administered by local governments, allow communities to choose the actions 
they think will most help them. In Senegal, for instance, a salt harvesting community has 
used money to plant salt-resistant trees to help protect the estuary where they work. 
 



The effort, part of the UK-funded Building Resilience to Climate Extremes and Disasters 
(Braced) project, aims to help local governments and communities develop better skills to 
manage climate funds and to use money in a transparent and cost-effective way.” 
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The beginning of Superstorm Sandy in Asbury Park, New Jersey. 
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This article focuses on a recent study on coastal flooding, which differs from other such 
studies because of its focus on near-term time horizons: 2030 and 2045. The study 
finds that tidal flooding will increase in the 52 locations in the East and Gulf Coasts 
of the U.S. included in the study. The article also discusses the effects of this 
flooding on many coastal communities. 
 
The author writes: “Work is underway in many coastal states, counties and cities to 
reduce flooding and its impacts, such as by raising roads and blocking construction 
of flood-prone homes. Adapting to rising seas can be painstaking and expensive, 
however, often requiring extensive coordination among agencies and governments.  
 
In some cases, residential lots, roads and parks are expected to be abandoned to the 
sea. That already happened in some parts of New York and New Jersey affected by 
Hurricane Sandy.” 
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Tonga’s new Climate Change Trust Fund will help local communities adapt. 
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An example of a new financing mechanism to help funnel much-needed funds for 
adaptation to local communities has just been established in Tonga.  
 
“The vision through the Climate Change Trust Fund is to enable all communities to 
strengthen their coping capacities by ensuring they have complete ownership of their 
projects, and to ensure that all communities are given the flexibility to design, implement, 
and steer the priorities, and future development of their communities. 
 
The concept for establishment of the Tonga Climate Change Trust Fund evolved as an 
important component of the ADB funded Climate Resilience Sector Project, which 
targeted the achievement of specific sectors and goals for community resilience 
prioritized under Tonga’s Joint National Action Plan on Climate Change Adaptation and 
Disaster Risk Management 2010-2015. It has entailed strong partnership between 
MEIDECC and the Asian Development Bank.” 


