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Properties across Massachusetts’ beaches, such as the ones pictured above in Cape Cod, have been repeatedly 
under threat by rising seas by coastal erosion. Photo by: Debee Tlumacki/Boston Globe. 

Properties worth millions of dollars along Massachusetts’ coast are facing more regular and 
extreme storms as a consequence of climate change and rising seas. The ensuing coastal 
erosion and property loss has led the MA State Senate to recently pass legislation S.2196, 
establishing a comprehensive climate adaptation plan. In a provision of this Act the state 
authorized and funded a voluntary coastal buyout program. This new program gives 
landowners in at-risk areas the opportunity to sell their property to the Commonwealth if their 
homes have been regularly destroyed by these storms. In turn, the Commonwealth will 
preserve these properties for land conservation and public recreational use. 

https://www.massadapt.org/files/Public-Funding-for-Adaptation-FY18.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/S2196


 

A Broke, and Broken, Flood Insurance Program 
Mary Williams Walsh 
The New York Times 
November 4, 2017 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/04/business/a-broke-and-broken-flood-insurance-program.html 

 
In the aftermath of hurricanes like Harvey, pictured above, millions of Americans depend on the National Flood 
Insurance Program to recover and rebuild. Photo by: U.S. Army.  
 
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) has been drowning in debt after the aftermaths of 
Hurricane Katrina, Sandy and now Harvey. Fiscal conservatives, environmentalists and insurers 
are coalescing with the Trump Administration calling for reforms before December 8, Congress’ 
deadline to decide whether to reauthorize the program. The article discusses the challenges the 
NFIP faces and proposed measures to repair the program. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/04/business/a-broke-and-broken-flood-insurance-program.html


 

 
Floods: Last Week Tonight with John Oliver  
John Oliver 
Last Week Tonight 
October 29, 2017 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf1t7cs9dkc 

 
In the face of increasingly extreme weather events, like Hurricanes Katia, Irma and Jose pictured above, the need for 
flood insurance reforms is pressing. Photo by: the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.   
 
In this episode, John Oliver examines in detail why the federal system for financing flood 
recovery needs to be revamped. Without a reform of the National Flood Insurance Program, he 
says, we have an “unstable, unsustainable program that is indirectly harming some of the people 
it was designed to help.” He discusses what some homeowners and the government can do to 
stop “perpetuating the pattern of destruction.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf1t7cs9dkc


 

 
5 years after Superstorm Sandy, the lessons haven't sunk in 
Frank Eltman and Wayne Parry 
Associated Press 
October 27, 2017 
https://www.apnews.com/be414ea4d095455b93264781036ff893/5-years-after-Superstorm-Sand
y,-the-lessons-haven%27t-sunk-in 
 

 
After Hurricane Sandy, pictured above, some cities like Hoboken are moving forward with innovative infrastructure 
projects designed by the government-funded competition, Rebuild by Design, to protect their coast. Photo by: 1-150 
Assault Helicopter Battalion/New Jersey Army National Guard.  
 
Unlike the rapid security response to 9/11, after Superstorm Sandy few investments have been 
secured to safeguard the New York and New Jersey area from impending storms. Although some 
climate adaptation projects have been designed, construction has not begun and many disaster 
planning experts wonder if they will be implemented in time. The article discusses several 
forward-thinking infrastructure projects and how Hoboken hopes to serve as a national model of 
a climate resilient city. The article is accompanied by a short video.  
 

https://www.apnews.com/be414ea4d095455b93264781036ff893/5-years-after-Superstorm-Sandy,-the-lessons-haven%27t-sunk-in
https://www.apnews.com/be414ea4d095455b93264781036ff893/5-years-after-Superstorm-Sandy,-the-lessons-haven%27t-sunk-in

