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The Native American Isle de Jean Charles community in Louisiana is the first in the U.S. to receive government 
funds to relocate due to sea level rise. Photo by Karen Apricot/Flickr  

 
Isle de Jean Charles, the first community in the U.S. to receive government aid to relocate in 
response to climate change, can provide valuable lessons for how retreat should be managed. The 
article discusses the three key pillars needed for managed retreat to be successful, efficient and 
less expensive.  
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Regular flooding from hard rains is now a common occurrence throughout Tampa Bay. Photo by: Wknight94  
 
If a hurricane hits Tampa Bay directly, the cost of the damage will exceed that of Hurricane 
Sandy. It’s been named one of the top 10 most at-risk places in the world. Yet like many other 
vulnerable coastal cities across the U.S., residents aren’t planning to move, development 
continues and most area leaders have done little to prepare for the effects of sea-level rise. 
However, one initiative started in Pinellas County could serve as a model for other at-risk 
communities. The Climate Science Advisory Panel established a network of scientists to help 
local governments develop projects that integrate climate change projections. The article 
discusses the importance of such measures and is accompanied by two videos. 
 
 



The floating islands of south Louisiana? Could be an option as sea rises 
Tristan Baurick  
NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune 
July 26, 2017 
 
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2017/07/floating_islands_rising_seas.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coastal communities, like Sumpter County, SC pictured above,  might have the option in the future to relocate to 
floating islands designed by Dutch engineers. Photo from: U.S. Department of the Interior |  U.S. Geological Survey  
 
A team of Dutch engineers is developing floating islands that could serve as relocation sites for 
communities that need to retreat from the shore. The model islands are composed of linked 
triangles engineered to absorb wave, tidal or wind energy. The article discusses their potential 
uses as well as their pros and cons. 
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