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Severe flooding is impacting cities and counties across California. A city and two counties are filing charges in 

California against against dozens of fossil-fuel giants. Photo by: Kelly M. Grow/ California Department of Water 

Resources  

 

A city and two counties on California’s coast are suing a number of the world’s largest 

fossil-fuel companies for expected damages due to the impact of sea level rise. This lawsuit is a 

first-of-its kind in that the plaintiffs are suing the firms under state rather than federal law for 

violating the public nuisance legal doctrine. They argue that companies such as BP, ExxonMobil 

and Chevron should be held accountable for knowingly contributing to climate change and 

injuring the public. “This lawsuit is a natural next step in how we address the expense we’ve 

already had in planning for and trying to remediate the impacts of sea level rise, but also in 

addressing the impacts we expect in the future,” says Marin County Supervisor Kate Sears.  
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Hundreds of U.S. coastal communities, like North Brevard County in Florida pictured above, will be chronically 

flooded by 2100. Photo by Barry Bahler/FEMA 

 

A new study from the Union of Concerned Scientists forecasts - under different scenarios of 

global warming - the rate of sea level rise and the extent to which communities will be inundated 

in the next decades. These effects are visualized in an interactive online tool through a series of 

maps. The report also dives into the political and economic options available to communities. 
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Communities across southern Louisiana’s coastline, such as in Denham Spring, LA pictured above, are considering 

resettlement due to the loss of land from sea level rise. Photo by: 1st Sgt. Paul Meeker/U.S. Department of Defense 

 

Louisiana is losing thousands of acres of wetland to the sea and is subsiding at a rate faster than 

previously calculated, making it one of the most vulnerable coasts in the world. LA SAFE 

(Louisiana's Strategic Adaptations for Future Environments), a $40 million government funded 

project, is working with threatened communities to contemplate the options they have to 

adapting to climate change. The article discusses the reasons for the residents' varying opinions.  

  

 


