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Note: All the maps in this article show losses verified by the Small Business Administration for disasters in which a 
presidential disaster declaration was issued. The values of the losses are expressed in 2017 dollars. The New York 
Times 
 
By mapping the areas hit most frequently by natural disasters in the U.S., this piece questions 
the use of federal funds for rebuilding these areas, time and time again. The vast majority of 
losses from natural disasters occur in areas that account for less than 20 percent of the U.S. 
population. A series of infographics show the costs of the destruction, and timelines of the 
disasters. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/05/24/us/disasters-hurricanes-wildfires-storms.html


 

Buying out 400 Crescent Beach homes an option for Surrey as sea levels rise 
CBC News 
May 23, 2018 
 

 
Crescent Beach, in Surrey, B.C., could become 'a wetland' as climate change advances in coming decades, a City of 
Surrey engineer says. (Kathryn Marlow/CBC) 
 
An interview with city engineer for Surrey, B.C., places managed retreat as the most prudent 
option for the community, which is projected to experience flooding of more than 6 feet due to 
sea level rise. While not necessary for a few decades yet, engineer Matt Osler believes it’s the 
best option economically and sustainably for the town, with the area eventually being turned into 
a wetland. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/surrey-crescent-beach-climate-change-1.4675432


 

If You Can’t Censor It, Bury It: DOI Tries to Make a Stark New Study on Rising Seas 
Invisible 
Adam Markham 
Union of Concerned Scientists blog 
May 21, 2018 
 

 
Cape Lookout National Seashore, North Carolina. Photo: NPS 
 
A report by the National Park Service, projecting the impact of future sea levels and storm 
surges on 118 US national parks, became the subject of controversy prior to its publication due 
to proposed deletions of references to humanity’s causal role in climate change. The potentially 
deleted bits were restored for final publication, but only after DOI Secretary was questioned 
about it during a House Appropriations subcommittee. According to the Union of Concerned 
Scientists, the report was also published with little publicity — no press release or official 
announcement was issued, and the Union contends that there is “no easy way to find it unless 
you know where to look”. The report details landmarks that are at-risk due to rising seas — for 
more information, you can find the full report in our reports section. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://blog.ucsusa.org/adam-markham/if-you-cant-censor-it-bury-it-doi-tries-to-make-a-stark-new-study-on-risings-seas-invisible


 

Del Mar considers unpopular 'planned retreat' strategy due to rising sea level 
Phil Diehl 
Los Angeles Times 
May 20, 2018 
 

 
Low-lying homes along the coast in Del Mar have become increasingly threatened by sea-level rise. Residents are 
working to develop an adaptation strategy. (K.C. Alfred/San Diego Union Tribune) 
 
Homeowners in the beachfront community of Del Mar, California, where properties can sell for 
over $5 million, are hesitant to consider managed retreat options, despite the California Coastal 
Commission’s requirement that cities have an adaptation plan for sea level rise that includes 
managed retreat as an option. Insistent that the city has an obligation to protect their properties 
from rising seas, many homeowners prefer other adaptation strategies such as beefing up the 
seawall and sand replenishment — however, if the city doesn’t also consider retreat, the 
Commission could refuse to allow the city to fund these alternatives. Moving forward, the city 
has decided to treat retreat as the last option of many. 
 
Read the full piece here. 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-del-mar-sea-level-planned-retreat-20180520-story.html

