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Balboa Peninsula. Credit: Allen J. Schaben Getty Images 
 
By 2050, the residents of picturesque Balboa Island in southern California stand to face chronic 
flooding of more than a foot. Plans for a higher sea wall are in the works, but only as a 
short-term solution. In the long term, projections are dire enough that a plan is currently being 
developed to physically lift the island by anywhere between 2 to 4 feet by 2100 — homes, 
streets and sea walls included. In the relatively conservative region, local governments are 
hesitant to discuss climate change outright, while residents fear that their property values will 
suffer from adaptations. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/this-entire-island-may-have-to-be-raised-up-to-counter-rising-sea/
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Mr. Pelletiere inspected a property for the first time that he purchased sight unseen in Canyon Gate. Credit Todd 
Heisler/The New York Times 
 
In the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, some Houston residents are trying to flip storm-damaged 
homes in areas literally developed to flood. This piece from the New York Times focuses on the 
suburb of Canyon Gate, built in an Army Corps of Engineers reservoir during the 1990s, 
meaning that “nearly every one of the 721 homes there is destined to flood again”. Ironically, the 
area is not considered part of FEMA’s 100-year floodplain, so flood insurance isn’t required. 
Banking on Houston’s recovery, flippers are able to resell to investors looking for a cheap 
buy-in, although perhaps not fully aware of the high risk of more flood damage. The speculative 
environment has also caused some strife within the community of Canyon Gate. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/23/us/flooding-canyon-gate-hurricane-harvey.html
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Aerial view of cows suffering from the drought, Oromia, Yabelo, Ethiopia. Credit: Eric Lafforgue Getty Images 
 
A recent report released by the World Bank predicts that by the middle of the 21st century, more 
than 140 million people will have to resettle somewhere in their home country due to climate 
change. Focused on the regions of sub-Saharan Africa, south Asia and Latin America, the 
report’s prediction is based on continuing trends of global warming and migration. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/wave-of-climate-migration-looms-but-it-doesnt-have-to-be-a-crisis/


State is buying Isle de Jean Charles relocation site for $11.7 million 
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A sugar cane farm known as the Evergreen property (outlined in red) was selected as the resettlement site for the 
residents of Isle de Jean Charles, a rapidly-disappearing island on Louisiana's coast. State officials announced 
Tuesday (March 20) that they will purchase the land for $11.7 million. 
 
The fewer than 100 residents of Isle de Jean Charles, Louisiana have the somber distinction of 
being “the first community in the nation to receive federal assistance to retreat en masse from 
the effects of climate change.” After receiving millions from the National Disaster Resilience 
Competition to help relocate the entire community to higher ground, a new site has finally been 
purchased to house them — for $11.7 million, 515 acres in Terrebonne Parish will become the 
new home for Isle de Jean Charles. Before they move in 2019 though, residents will have to last 
through potentially two more hurricane seasons and persistent flooding due to erosion, 
subsidence and rising sea levels. 
 
Read the full piece here.  

http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2018/03/state_is_buying_isle_de_jean_c.html
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Lalmonirhat in Bangladesh was flooded last year. It is one of the areas likely to be hard-hit by climate change, leading 
to high levels of migration. Photograph: Zakir Chowdhury/Barcroft Images  
 
The report identifies "hotspots" of migration due to climate impacts in three major developing 
regions: Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Latin America. Without decisive action in these 
areas, over 140 million people could become "climate migrants" by 2050 — however, that 
number could be reduced by nearly 80 percent through a coordinated planning approach. 
 
Read the full report here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29461/WBG_ClimateChange_Final.pdf
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Rex Wishnowsky and his cat Pinkie back at their home in Hector, near Westport, after ex-Tropical Cyclone Gita. 
 
Ex-tropical cyclones Fehi and Gita hit New Zealand in February, making some residents in the 
communities of Westport, Granity and Hector question their futures on the remote coastline. As 
some face the question of leaving, others double down and refuse to ever leave. While the 
potential for managed retreat has been posed, coordinated funding and action among national, 
local and community-based leaders isn’t fully clear, leaving residents in a lurch. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/101880364/running-from-the-sea-how-mass-relocation-from-the-coasts-could-save-us-from-the-ravages-of-climate-change

