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Flames from the Thomas Fire burn in the hills of Montecito, California, east of Santa Barbara, December 11, 2017. 
Southern California was hit by a devastating wave of wildfires, blasted by almost hurricane force winds. Robyn 
Beck/AFP/Getty Images 
 
In this op-ed, Felipe Calderon — the former President of Mexico and Honorary Chair of the 
Global Commission on the Economy and Climate — anticipates retreat as a necessary 
adaptation strategy to rising sea levels. He emphasizes that effective migration requires 
accommodations for not just housing, but labor and resiliency within the receiving communities 
as well. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.newsweek.com/felipe-calderon-human-cost-climate-change-opinion-998072
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Hurricane Harvey caused massive flooding in Port Arthur, Texas, in August 2017. Credit: Daniel J. Martinez/U.S. Air 
National Guard 
 
In a recently published white paper discussing policy measures to adapt to sea level rise, the 
authors point out that increased flooding can be a national security threat, given the proximity of 
many military bases to coastal areas. The paper is based on discussions with the Hoover 
Institution, the Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment and the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars, and considers how retreat might be coupled with national 
security preparedness, among other policy concerns. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hoover.org/research/building-coastal-resilience-greater-us-security
https://phys.org/news/2018-06-coastal-resilience-linked-national.html#jCp
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A street near the beach in Manasquan N.J. is covered with flood waters on Wednesday March. 21, 2018, during a 
coastal storm. (Wayne Parry/AP) 
 
The Union of Concerned Scientists has issued a report that estimates over 311,000 coastal 
homes “are at risk of chronic flooding due to sea-level rise over the next 30 years”, spanning 
properties that total $117.5 billion. Despite this impact, the UCS report argues that it’s not 
reflected in coastal real estate markets, preventing appropriate response from investors to 
homeowners.  
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 

http://www.climigration.org/resources/
http://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2018/06/21/coastal-communities-watch-out-sea-level-rise-threatens-your-homes

