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Original site and cleared path to new location, images via the National Park Service 
 
In 1999, the city of Buxton, NC successfully moved its beloved lighthouse over half a mile inland 
to save it from encroaching sea-levels. The so-called “move of the millennium” was the result of 
a political battle that began in the 1970s over how to protect the lighthouse from falling into the 
sea — a struggle intensified by the strong cultural presence of the lighthouse within Buxton’s 
community. This story of managed retreat might not include relocated citizens, but the struggles 
and conflicts are nonetheless the same, and much can be learned from Buxton’s process. 
 
To listen to (or read) the entire story, click here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/managed-retreat/
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An abandoned home in Isle de Jean Charles, Louisiana, where the population has dwindled to 99 people. (Michael 
Isaac Stein) 
 
The Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw Native Americans have been called “America’s first climate 
refugees”, referring to the ongoing retreat effort for their community of 99 in Isle de Jean 
Charles, Louisiana. More than two years ago, the community was approved for relocation en 
masse to an entirely new town — but nothing has materialized yet. This long-read gives an 
overview of the myriad issues affecting the community, many of which are endemic to managed 
retreat conversations in the United States. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.citylab.com/environment/2018/01/how-to-save-a-town-from-rising-waters/547646/


Could an algorithm help find the right place to resettle refugees? 
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Volunteers paint flags of the world for immigrant and refugee families learning English on Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
Photo by Keith Bedford / The Boston Globe via Getty Images 
 
A significant complementary discussion to managed retreat centers around integration — how 
can individuals become established in a new community after being displaced by climate 
change? In the U.S., deciding where to relocate refugees depends solely on capacity, but a new 
algorithm explained in the journal Science is after a more refined method. Using historical data 
linking biographical information to employment statistics, the algorithm makes a placement 
recommendation based on the highest possibility of the refugee finding a job. While it hasn’t 
been used on the ground, researchers hope the algorithm will help highlight clear places of 
improvement in refugee policy. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 

http://science.sciencemag.org/content/359/6373/325
https://www.theverge.com/2018/1/18/16905962/algorithm-resettle-refugees-machine-learning-research-employment


Climate change is triggering a migrant crisis in Vietnam 
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Harvesting rice | (Phuong D. Nguyen/Shutterstock/Courtesy The Conversation) 
 
Climate change can have a drastic impact on economic prosperity, and for those who live 
directly off the land, it can be ruinous. This piece looks at how rising levels of salt water in a 
Mekong Delta farming community decimated crop yields, pushing many into poverty or forcing 
them to move elsewhere. In the last decade, the Delta has lost nearly 10% of its population to 
migration. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://theweek.com/articles/749035/climate-change-triggering-migrant-crisis-vietnam


Climate change will displace millions of people. Where will they go? 
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A recent study found that hotter temperatures could triple the migration rate into Europe. Credit: Rebecca Harms, 
Flickr 
 
After Hurricane Irma hit the Caribbean island of Barbuda in September of 2017, it was rendered 
uninhabitable. The 1,700 residents are still stuck on the neighboring island of Antigua, where 
they were relocated while rebuilding efforts are underway. This case of massive climate-based 
relocation was just one instance taken up by “Climate Change Impacts: Relocation to Safer 
Ground”, a discussion of the complexities inherent to retreat strategies in climate adaptation. 
Hosted by Columbia University’s Earth Institute this past December, the panel can be viewed in 
full here. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/fiPaOWlc7QA
https://phys.org/news/2018-01-climate-displace-millions-people.html


Louisiana Says Thousands Should Move From Vulnerable Coast, But Can't Pay Them 
NPR 
Tegan Wendland 
January 4, 2018 
 

 
Ollie and Daniel Williams stand in front of their raised home with their children Trinity, 9, and Masen, 12. The land 
surrounding their house floods so often that the family keeps a small fiberglass canoe tied to the bottom of the front 
steps and a flat-bottom boat tied to the side of their house to aid in evacuating. William Widmer for NPR 
 
In Louisiana, where coastlines are disappearing faster than nearly anywhere else in the world, 
conversations about retreat have become relatively common. And while the state has a buyout 
program, there just isn’t the money to enact it — even with the billions specifically tagged for 
coastal restoration from BP’s settlement over their 2010 oil spill. Without a means to retreat’s 
end, Louisiana hasn’t yet revealed which homes would qualify for buyouts, leaving some 
homeowners no other recourse than hoping that the next big one is big enough to get them the 
relief funds they need to leave. 
 
Read the full piece here. 

https://www.npr.org/2018/01/04/572721503/louisiana-says-thousands-should-move-from-vulnerable-coast-but-cant-pay-them

