
Left to Louisiana’s Tides, a Village Fights for Time 
Tristan Baurick, Kevin Sack, Mark Schleifstein, John Schwartz, and Sara Sneath 
New York Times and NOLA.com | The Times Picayune 
February 24, 2018 
 

 
Timothy P. Kerner, the mayor of Jean Lafitte, at the ribbon-cutting for a seafood pavilion in July. (Chris Carmichael for 
The New York Times) 
 
Lafitte, just south of New Orleans, is one of many Louisiana coastal towns racing against time to 
safeguard its residents as the land disappears from underneath them, thanks to rising seas, 
subsidence and erosion. But its longtime mayor, Timothy P. Kerner, has been fighting for more 
investment in the area, hoping that strengthening the small town’s role in Louisiana’s culture 
and economy will help pay its way along the dire infrastructural investment necessary to keep it 
afloat. This longform piece, a collaboration between the New York Times and NOLA.com / The 
Times Picayune, lays out the complicated and contentious calculus of investing public funds in 
local causes that are nearly certain to fail, while those most affected refuse to stop fighting. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/02/24/us/jean-lafitte-floodwaters.html
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A map of Charleston generated by Silicon Valley startup Jupiter that forecasts flooding from storm surges that have a 
1 percent probability of occurring annually by 2030 under a high-end emissions scenario. (Jupiter Intel) 
 
There is no infallible guidebook for companies trying to adapt to climate change, but one Silicon 
Valley startup is trying to provide better risk assessment tools given long-term climate trends 
and local weather data. Jupiter, founded in 2017, hopes that providing climate risk predictions 
specific to their clients in the short term (10-20 years) and at a hyperlocal level will help them 
keep a competitive edge, despite scientists’ warnings of the unreliability of such predictions. 
This piece looks at Jupiter’s work for Xebec Realty in Charleston, S.C., as it considers 
expanding its logistical centers in areas at risk of flooding. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/23/climate/mapping-future-climate-risk.html
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An emerging fallout of climate-based migration is the potential for so-called “climate 
gentrification” — where people are driven out of vulnerable, high-risk areas and move into 
less vulnerable or highly resilient urban areas, thereby promoting investment and gentrifying 
them. The theory resonates particularly in Miami, where inland communities that were 
historically the victims of redlining are now seeing more development, potentially fueling further 
speculative investment on the highly-vulnerable coastline. This op-ed, written by a chair of the 
U.S. Green Building Council Miami, discusses one potential salve for climate gentrification: 
training local women and minority-owned businesses in the high-resiliency areas to receive 
sustainable and resilient building accreditation. That way, they may be better prepared to 
advocate for sustainable development in their neighborhoods. 
 
Read the full piece here. 
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The satellite GOES-16 captured this geocolor imagery of Hurricane Harvey on the verge of making landfall in Texas 
on Aug. 25, 2017. CIRA/NOAA Satellites/Flickr 
 
As part of a two-year budget deal passed by the U.S. Congress, nearly $100 billion will go 
towards disaster recovery, including $12 billion explicitly tagged for addressing future risks — 
the most ever specifically allocated to “hazard mitigation”. Without mentioning climate change, 
the budget also takes note of allocating these funds as a defense towards impending sea level 
rise. This piece lays out a few details from the budget agreement, and how it might affect state 
and federal planning for mitigation. 
 
Read the full piece here. 

https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060073457

