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The Texas General Land Office awarded $1.5 million to help rebuild the ruined Oak Harbor apartments, one of the 
town’s few affordable housing options. (Photographed by Shelby Knowles) 
 

As Texas continues to grapple with the damage done by Hurricane Harvey, the city of 
Rockport is struggling to bring back the roughly 20 percent of its population displaced by 
the storm, mostly lower-income workers that held up the local tourism economy.  Rockport 
must not only provide affordable housing to regain its lower-income workers but also prove 
able to withstand the more extreme storms and rising tides forecasted for the Texas coast 
in the era of climate change. 

Read the full piece here. 
  

https://features.weather.com/exodus/chapter/texas/
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Tracks leading up to the Port of Churchill have been closed for business since 2016, making the transportation 
of goods to the town extremely expensive. (Alex de Vries / weather.com) 

Major flooding, a washed-out rail line, and a skyrocketing cost of living are weighing on the 
tourist-heavy economy of Churchill, Manitoba, the “polar bear capital of the world.”   While 
navigating these obstacles, Churchill joins the ranks of many smaller towns up the west 
coast of the Hudson Bay that are finding themselves semi-marooned, with no rail lines or 
year-round highways, in the wake of a changing climate. 

Read the full piece here. 
 

  

https://features.weather.com/exodus/chapter/churchill-canada-exodus/


Why Two Years of Historic Wildfires Haven’t Made Southern California Safer 
Christopher Flavelle 
Bloomberg BusinessWeek 
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As California continually faces devastating wildfires, regulators are struggling to balance 
safe and sustainable development with the intense demand to build in the midst of a dire 
housing crisis. Discussions of future building practices are further complicated by insurance 
rates that are affordable enough to encourage continued development of risky areas — an 
issue familiar to those within communities considering retreat from rising seas. 

Read the full piece here. 
 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-08-15/why-two-years-of-historic-wildfires-haven-t-made-southern-california-safer

