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Of the thirty-some Arctic coastal communities grappling with rising seas, Newtok, 
Shishmaref, Shaktoolik, and Kivalina are four indigenous communities along the 
Alaskan coast identified as especially “vulnerable [and] imperiled” by the Obama 
administration. While communities, such as Newtok, have explored managed retreat 
and relocation, avenues to adequate funding are hard to find. The article explores the 
politics of relocation as it intersects with indigenous rights in Arctic coastal communities. 
 
 
Read the full piece here.  
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Home buyouts and retreat are an established process in US flood management, but as 
climate change and rising seas increase the threat of flooding, this process needs to 
become more effective. The author conducted a review of eight of the largest US home 
buyout programs and identified areas to improve equity, effectiveness, and 
communication. 
 
 
Read the full piece here. 
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Climate change and the coming coastal real estate crash 
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October 16, 2018 

Devastation left in the wake of Hurricane Michael is shown from above on October 15, 2018 in Mexico Beach, 
Florida. The death tolls stands at 18 blamed on Michael, which hit the Florida Panhandle as a Category 4 storm last 
week with sustained winds of 155 mph.(Photo credit: Getty Images, Curbed) 

The Sand Palace, one of few surviving houses in the path of Hurricane Michael, stands 
as a reminder of the increasing expenses and risks that come with owning, developing, 
and selling waterfront property. Economists have warned that coastal real estate crash 
due to climate change “could surpass that of the bursting dot-com and real estate 
bubbles of 2000 and 2008.” The article expounds on how the efforts to assuage a 
collapse need to come from the real estate industry, the insurance industry, the federal 
government, and homeowners themselves. 

Read the full piece here. 
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Imperial Beach, California, is considering the idea of managed retreat, going against the 
trend of many California towns reluctant to explore the option. Imperial Beach’s climate 
action plan, funded in part by NOAA and the Tijuana River National Estuarine Research 
Reserve, explored options for managed retreat and is now in the process of being 
updating with community input. Even with the increased openness to the idea of 
managed retreat, funding remains an issue, as Imperial Beach does not have the funds 
to retreat, nor to fully implement other preventative coastal adaptation measures. 
 
 

Read the full piece here.  
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